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New Laws Affecting Education 


PREPARED BY JOHN P,. JEHU 


STATE 


am AGAIN the Legislature has en- 
( acted numerous laws affecting the 
school system of the State. Of particular 
significance and interest are the chapters 
of the Laws of 1952 completing the 
Master Plan of School District Reorgani- 
zation by authorizing the formation of 
enlarged city school districts; facilitating 
condemnation procedures for school sites 
by repealing the special requirements of 
owners’ consent; providing for increases 
retired teachers (and 


of pensions for 


others); requiring nominating petitions 
for all union free school and central school 
district board elections ; requiring courses 
the 


habit-forming drugs; 


of instruction in nature and effects 


of narcotics and 
requiring superintendents to give a 60-day 
notice to teachers not recommended for 
tenure; changing the voting qualifications 
in the 56 city school districts of cities of 
125,000 inhabitants ; 


ing 1200 new war service scholarships for 


less than establish- 


veterans; and a concurrent resolution 


introducing constitutional amendments 
enabling the city school districts of the 
six largest cities to become fiscally inde- 
pendent, and eliminating the five-year 
waiting period between increases in tax 
limitations in the 56 smaller city school 
districts. 

These enactments, as well as all the 
other more important laws relating to 


education, are included in the following 


References 


summary of 1952 legislation. 


EDUCATION 


, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF LAW, 
DEPARTMENT 
are to sections of the Education Law, 


unless stated otherwise. The laws listed 
are now in effect unless otherwise indi- 


cated. 


Legislation Affecting School Districts 
Generally 


Chapter 10 extends the time for the 
report by the State School Building Com- 
mission until February 15, 1953. 

Chapter 320 extends the coverage of 
athletic and other insurance issued under 
the auspices of the New York State Pub- 
lic High School Athletic Association to 
activities in the elementary schools. 

Chapter 407 (effective July 1, 1952) 
requires village and district superintend- 
ents of schools so to notify, in writing, 
all teachers who are not to be recom- 
mended for tenure, not later than 60 days 
immediately preceding the expiration of 
the probationary period. The chapter 
amends both sections 3012 and 3013. 

Chapter 413 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends section 804 by eliminating refer- 
ences to narcotics other than alcoholic 
drinks and adds new section 804-a requir- 


ing instruction in the nature and effect 


on the human system of narcotics and 
habit-forming drugs in grades 9-12 in 


accordance with regulations to be promul- 
gated by the Commissioner of Education. 
Corresponding requirements for private 
teacher-training 
the 


secondary schools and 


institutions are included in section. 











805) 


is extended to apply equally to section 804 


The enforcement section (section 
and section 804-a. 

Chapter 443 amends section 409 so as 
to clarify the limitation of the Commis- 
sioner of Education’s power of regulation 


in regard to health and safety require- 


ments for school buildings to school 
buildings of districts having less than 
70,000 inhabitants, in conformity with 


section 408. 

Chapter 450 amends section 1726 so 
as to authorize a vote either by taking 
and recording the ayes and noes or by 
hallot, in the determination of the voters 
to hold 
on the Wednesday following the day of 


the election of board members 
the annual school meeting. 

Chapter 469 appropriates $100,000 for 
the State School 
and authorizes the commission to coop- 


erate with the Education Department in 


Building Commission 


making surveys and reports of school 
facilities for appropriate federal agencies. 

Chapter 505 amends section 1703 by 
authorizing the vote on increasing or de- 
creasing the number of members of boards 
of education to be by taking and recording 
the ayes and noes or by ballot. 

Chapter 539 amends subdivision 5 of 
section 3204 by limiting the power of the 
Board of Regents in the making of rules 
relating to the excusing of pupils from 
study of health and hygiene for religious 
reasons, to rules consistent with the re- 
quirements of public education and public 
health. 

Chapter 546 amends subdivision 2 of 
section 258 of the Banking Law in rela- 
tion to the deposit of school savings funds 
and the purchase of shares in savings and 
loan associations from such funds, and in 
relation to certain matters of publicity in 
connection therewith. 

Chapter 631 renumbers sections 1735 
1736 and 1737, 


respectively, and adds a new section 1735. 


and 1736 to be sections 
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Under such new section, the nominat 
of candidates for board membership 
union free and central school distric.s 
which do not have personal registrati: 

must be made by petition signed by 
least 25 qualified voters, stating, am 
other things, the specific office for whi 


gs, 
a candidate is nominated. Petitions must 
be filed not later than the tenth day pi 

ceding the meeting or election, and a 
notice to that effect must be published 

the board of education at least 20 days 
in advance of the meeting or election, in a 
newspaper or newspapers having a gen- 


Whe re 


voting machines are not used, boards must 


eral circulation in the district. 
provide ballots with sufficient blank spaces 
for write-in votes. 

Chapter 644 amends section 1518 by 
clarifying its relation to section 1517, 
and to indicate clearly that in the case of 
consolidations the bonded indebtedness of 
the component units spreads over the en- 
tire consolidation, while other indebted- 
ness must be paid by the individual com- 
continue to exist in law 


ponents which 


for such purpose. 


Chapter 668 adds a new section 13 


in relation to medical examinations of 
teachers and other employes of school 
districts. Under this section, school 
boards are empowered to require all per- 
sonnel to submit to a medical examina- 
tion by physicians of personal choice or 
the school medical inspector, in order to 
determine the physical or mental capacity 
of the employe to perform his duties. 
Kach person so examined is entitled to 
he accompanied by a physician or other 
person of his own choice. The findings 
of the examination must be reported to 
may be referred to and 


the board and 


considered for the evaluation of service 
or for disability retirement. 

Chapter 700 amends section 1511 (re- 
lating to meetings to consolidate school 


districts) in regard to the giving of notice 
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for such meetings. In districts other 


than those located wholly or in part in 
incorporated villages where one or more 
newspapers are published, such notice 
must be published in a newspaper circu- 
lated in the district involved or in a news 
paper circularized and generally distribu- 
ted through the district or districts in 
question, and must also be posted at 
least 20 days prior to the meeting in at 
least five conspicuous places. In districts 
with a population of 200 or less, instead 
of posting and publication, the notice may 
he personally delivered to each qualified 
voter at least 20 days prior to the meeting. 

Chapter 708 repeals section 405 which 
required the consent of the owner of 
certain types of real property in connec- 
tion with school district condemnation 
procedures. The repeal of this section 
greatly facilitates such condemnations by 
eliminating antiquated barriers not exist- 
ing in any other type of acquisition of 
property for public use. 

Chapter 744 repeals sections 1608, 
1725, 2117, 2505 and 2558, and subdi- 
vision 10 of section 305, relating to the 
reports of various types of school districts 
to the Commissioner of Education. The 
chapter amends subdivision 14 of section 
2215 by eliminating the requirement that 
the district superintendent of schools pro- 
cure the reports from the districts and, 
after abstracting the same, deposit them 
with the county clerk. The chapter, 
further, adds a new section 2117, under 
which the district reports are required to 
be sent directly to the Commissioner of 
Education (special reports, as required, 
and the regular annual reports, on August 
Ist). In districts under the jurisdiction 
of a district superintendent, such reports 
must first be submitted in duplicate to 
the superintendent, who then approves 
one copy and files it with the Commis- 
sioner of Education. The chapter, finally, 


amends subdivision 1 of section 3025 by 
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providing that the State Education De- 
partment, instead of providing school 
registers for the districts, merely approve 
the form of such registers, which must 
be procured hereafter by the individual 
districts. 

Chapter 766 amends subdivision 2 of 
section 1801 by providing that no city 
school district of a city of less than 10,000 
inhabitants may be centralized after July 
1, 1954, and by eliminating from this 
possible procedure, even during such 
limited period, any city school district 
with a full valuation of taxable real estate 
per resident public school pupil of more 
than $9000. 

Chapter 768 amends section 1958 in 
relation to boards of cooperative educa- 
tional services, by authorizing the forma- 
tion of such boards including the territory 
of two or more supervisory districts, in 
which case the superintendents involved, 
together with the board president, will 
function as an executive committee. The 
hoard is authorized to fill vacancies on the 
hoard and the appointee then holds office 
until the next annual meeting of the 
board. The board is further authorized 
to provide requested services to school 
districts created by special legislation and 
located within the territory of the board, 
in which case one-half of the cost of such 
services will be apportioned from. state 
funds. In counties where non-real estate 
taxes are applied to school purposes, the 
tax rate is calculated for the purposes of 
this section without reference to such 
non-real estate taxes. The annual meet 
ing of the school directors and_ school 
boards of the component districts is set 
for the third Tuesday in July for the elec 


tion of board members. The maximum 


approvable salary for teachers, supervisors 


and other employes is raised from $4000 
to $6000. The millage deduction is 
limited to six mills for the year 1952-53 


\ provision is added 


and_ thereafter. 


55 
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regulating the disposition of state aid in 


case of discontinuance of the board of 
cooperative educational services and in 
case of the formation of an intermediate 
district. The amendment, finally, makes 
such board a body corporate and provides 
that all property be held by them as a 


corp ration. 


State Aid Legislation 
Chapter 258 amends section 3603-) 
(temporary provisions relating to appor- 
tionments of moneys to school districts), 
by extending the “ peg ” and the “ taper ” 
This means 
1948 (or 


rates are 


for one more school year. 
that the 
1947 ) 

* frozen ” 


time for which the 


state equalization 
(for school state aid purposes ), 
is extended to June 30, 1952, so that the 
first school year for which actual valua- 
tions based on new equalization rates will 
he used as a base for the following year’s 
state aid, will be the school year 1952-53. 
Likewise, the change from the lower to 
the higher valuations (with its corre- 
sponding loss in state aid) will be tapered 
school 1952 53, 


over the base 


1953-54, 1954-55 and 1955—56. 


vears 
In fur- 
ther consequence of these changes, special 
adjusted actual valuations must be com- 
puted for apportionments based on the 
year 1951-52, where the actual valuation 
computed on the basis of section 3603-) 
for such vear exceeds the same figure for 
1950-51, provided that a portion of such 
increase, equal to at least 10 per cent of 
the actual valuation for the earlier vear, 
is attributable to an increase in the level 
of assessment, that is, a general increase 
in the assessed value of taxable property 
in an entire town or city, for the purpose 
of assessing at a higher ratio of full value. 
such adjusted 


Application — for special 


actual valuation is filed by the district 
with its claims for apportionments based 
on the vear 1951-52. 


then transmits the application to the State 


The Commissioner 
Board of Equalization and Assessment, 
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which computes the special 
actual valuation (after checking with 

assessors) and notifies the Commissior 
The Commissioner then may approve t 
same. If so approved, it is used for st 
aid apportionments for 1951-52. 

360 


Chapter 702 amends section 


(financing of emergency school building 


+ 


requirements) in various technical 


tails. The more important changes 

low: The period of repayment is extended 
for districts receiving an advance for 40 
per cent or more of its pupils, by one year 
for each 2 per cent or major fraction 
thereof in excess of the 40 per cent, beyond 
the normal 30-year period. Districts 
which contracted indebtedness for school 


1951, 


and before becoming eligible for an ad- 


construction on or after April 1, 


vance under this section, may now apply 
for inclusion of net debt service thereon 
in computing any advance for which they 
may later become eligible. The computa- 
tion of net debt service is changed by 
eliminating therefrom the deduction of 
the building quota. This quota, instead, 
is now deductible from the advance itself. 
Such computation is further changed by 
disregarding actual maturity schedules of 
bond issues and substituting therefor ap- 
provable maturity schedules based on the 
full period of probable usefulness, in 
relation to principal payments on issues 
for school buildings for which indebted- 
ness was contracted prior to April 1, 
1951 (interest on such bonds is included 
in full). As to bonds issued after April 
1, 1951, interest and principal only up to 
those amounts which represent allowable 
costs for emergency school building re- 
quirements pursuant to subdivisions 4 and 
5 may be included. Area cost corrections 
and building size corrections are elimi- 
nated. The eligibility of districts for 
advances is, further, restricted in relation 
to type ot district, possibilities ot con- 
tracting with other districts and district 


40) 


(Continued on page < 
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(Commissioner of Education Lewis A. 

lson has anounced the appointment of 
Dr Gerald B. Leighbody of Buffalo as 

sistant Commissioner for Vocational 
Education. He succeeds Dr Arthur K. 
Getman, who retired December 31, 1951. 
Doctor Leighbody’s appointment will be- 
come effective July 15th. 

\ native of Buffalo, Doctor Leighbody 
has had wide and varied experience in 
the field of industrial education, including 
|2 years as a teacher in an industrial high 
school, three years as supervisor of in- 
struction in the vocational division of the 
Buffalo public schools; one year as area 
chief of training for the War Manpower 
Commission serving eight western New 
York counties; and eight years as pro- 
fessor of industrial education and super- 
visor of industrial teacher training with 
the State Education Department. He 
participated in the recent survey of vo- 
cational education in the New York City 


schools and acted as assistant coordinator 


Superintendent Retires 


Mrs Meredith C. McWhorter, Pine 
City, superintendent of the second super- 
visory district of Chemung county, re- 
tired from that position May Ist. She 
was superintendent of that district for 
four years, 1912 to 1916, and again from 
1926 to the time of her retirement. She 
was at one time secretary of the Associa- 
District Superintendents — of 
Schools, and has been active in the New 


tion of 


York State Teachers Association. Mrs 
McWhorter was recognized for her out- 
standing leadership in rural community 
life. 
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for vocational and practical arts education 
in the 1950-51 survey of the Buffalo 
public schools. He is consultant and as- 
sistant coordinator in the survey of voca 
tional education in Erie county. 

Doctor Leighbody was a member of 
the Buffalo committee for the establish- 
ment of the State Institute of Applied 
Arts and Sciences at Buffalo. He is con- 
sultant in vocational education at the 
University of Buffalo, and has taught 
summer courses at both the University 
of Buffalo and Cornell University. He 
is the author of a text in the field of in- 
dustrial education and of numerous 
articles in periodicals in that field. 

He has been active in the Niagara 
Frontier Planning Association and _ the 
Leadership Training Committee of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Doctor Lieghbody holds a bachelor of 
science degree and a master’s degree and 
a doctor’s degree in educational adminis- 
tration, all from the University of Buffalo. 


C. E. Button Resigns 


Charles E. Button, Roscoe, superin- 
tendent of the second supervisory district 
of Sullivan county since 1941, resigned 
from that position May 14th for reasons 
of health. 


Hamburg, N. J., and Tuxedo Park, and 


He taught for five years at 


later was principal at Youngsville Central 
Rural School and Livingston Manor High 
School, and vice principal at Roscoe 
Central School before he was elected 
superintendent. Edgar R. Schriber, su- 
perintendent of the second district of 
Orange county, has been acting as super- 
intendent during Mr Button’s illness. 
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Regents Meet in Rochester 


visited educa- 


The 
tional 
on May 22d and 23d when the Board met 


Board of Regents 
institutions in the Rochester area 
Regent 


the 


invitation of 
Gannett. It 


in Rochester on 


Caroline Werner was 
first Regents meeting in Rochester since 
June 1917, 


regular monthly meeting there prepara- 


when the Regents held their 


tory to attending the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Brockport State Normal School, 
now the State Teachers College at Brock- 
port. 

Following committee meetings in the 
Hotel Sheraton on the morning of May 
23d, the Regents and Department officials 
The the Youth 


Center on the outskirts of Rochester, for 


went to Barn, (;annett 


entertainment by high 


The 


youth-managed 


luncheon and 


school pupils. Barn is an adult 


sponsored, recreation 
center where young people meet in whole 
some surroundings to provide their own 
entertainment 

\t the 
School, the Regents participated in the 


new Rush-Henrietta Central 


cornerstone laying and the planting of a 
tree given by Mrs Gannett to the school. 


The Regents later visited classrooms, 


shops and laboratories of this modern 
chool 
Qn their way to the University ol 


Rochester the Regents stopped at High 
land Park to view the lilac display \t 
the { 


Campus they 


niversity of Rochester River 


were guided by President 


Cornelis W. de Kiewiet and faculty 
members through the university library 
and other college buildings, and later 


through the new psychiatric clinic of 


Strong Memorial Hospital Doctor and 


Pag DES 


Mrs de Kiewiet later entertained the | 
gents and Department officials and their 
wives at their home. 

Mr Mrs 


the Regents, Department officials and 100 


and Gannett were hosts to 
civic and educational leaders of the Roch- 
ester area at a dinner that evening at 
the Genesee Valley Club. The program 
included an address of 
Mr 


de Kiewiet, Paul Miller, editor and pub 


welcome — by 


Gannett, addresses by President 
lisher of the Rochester Times-Union, and 


Superintendent of Rochester Schools 
M. 
P. Myers, Chancellor Emeritus William 


J. Wallin 


Wilson responded for the Regents and 


James Spinning. Chancellor John 


and Commissioner Lewis A 


the Department. 

Prior to the regular business meeting 
on the morning of May 23d the Regents 
Institute of Tech 


visited the Rochester 


nology with President Mark Ellingson 
and members of his faculty and students 
as guides. In the afternoon the group 


divided, some visiting the State Teachers 
College at Geneseo and others the State 
Dr Her 


I’spy, president of the Geneseo 


Teachers College at Brockport 
bert G. 
college, and Dr Donald M. Tower, presi 


dent at Brockport, guided the visitors 
about their respective institutions. In the 
evening Mr and Mrs Gannett enter 


tained at dinner at their home 


the Regents 


\Irs 


Gannett for her gracious hospitality and 


Resolutions adopted by 


expressed their deep gratitude to 


to others who contributed to their enter 


tamment, and their appreciation of the 


opportunity to view the work and _ facili 


ties of the educational institutions visited 
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lhe Library of American Civilization, 
Inc., New York City, was granted a five- 
vear provisional charter by the State 
Board of Regents, meeting in Rochester 
May 23d. 

[his is a nonstock corporation organ- 
ized and operated exclusively for educa- 
tional purposes, “to promote, participate 
in and assist in the publication and cir- 
culation in Israel, Lebanon, India, Pakis- 
tan, Indonesia and other foreign countries, 
of literature dealing with the origin and 
development of American concepts of 
freedom and democracy and social, cul- 
tural and constitutional thought.” These 
hooks will include such writings as those 
of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Hamilton, Paine, Lincoln, Emerson, 
Hawthorne, Whitman and others whose 
works reflect the essential spirit of our 
nation. The first project of the new 
corporation will be in Israel. The library 
proposes to assist responsible groups in 
recently liberated countries especially in 
the publication and dissemination of these 
basic American writings. 

In the words of the sponsors, the Li 
brary of American Civilization will be 
dedicated * to help liberate the minds of 
men from prejudice, hate and ignorance ; 
to help people all over the world see 
\merica clear and to see it whole; to help 
them to understand our pioneer problems 
and achievements and the faith which 
made it possible ‘3 

Other charter actions taken by the Re 
gents at this meeting include: 

Che charter of the University of Roch 
ester was amended authorizing an increase 
in the number of trustees on its board 

Che Institute for the Unity of Science, 
Ithaca, was granted an absolute charter 
to replace the provisional charter it has 
held since July 31, 1947 Che mstitute’s 
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Charters Granted by Regents 


purpose is “to encourage the integration 
of scientific knowledge and conduct re- 
search in the logical, psychological and 
sociological backgrounds of science and 
publish such literature as will support 
the movement of unity in science.” 

St John Fisher College, Pittsford, was 
granted amendment to its provisional 
charter, held since April 27, 1951, to give 
authority for the college to prov ide courses 
leading to the degree of bachelor of busi 
ness administration (B.B.A.). 

The National Association To Control 
Epilepsy, Inc., New York, was granted 
an absolute charter to replace the provi- 
sional charter it has held since April 21, 
1944. Since January 1, 1950, the asso 
ciation has been affiliated with Columbia 
Presbyterian Medical Center 

Saint David's School, a private ele- 
mentary school in New York City, was 
granted a provisional charter valid for 
five years. The school opened February 
5, 1951, under the Thomas More Founda 
tion, Ine. 

The Workshop School for Children, 
Inc., a private elementary school in New 
York City, was granted a_ provisional 
charter valid for five years 

Green Chimneys School for Little Folk, 
a boarding and day school, nursery 
through grade 3, located near Brewster, 
Putnam county, was granted a provisional 
charter valid for five vears 

Several charter actions for libraries 
were taken by the Regents. The Hawn 
Memorial Library, Clayton, was granted 
an absolute charter as a free public hi 
brary \n association library under the 
name of the Clayton Free Library, spon 
sored by the Women's Civic Club. ot 
Clayton, has tunctioned there since 1904 

The Finkelstein) Memorial Library, 


Spring Valley, was given a five-vear ex 
| x g 


Page 25 
Qge «. 














tension of the provisional charter granted 
June 25, 1917, as the Spring Valley Free 
























Library. The name was changed to its 
present form June 20, 1947, by amend- 
ment to its charter. 

Grand Island Memorial Library was 
granted a five-vear extension of its pro- 
\pril 18, 1947. 


By unanimous request of its trustees, 


visional charter granted 


the charter of The Smithtown Library 


granted April 19, 1911, as an association 
Branch was _ re- 


library at) Smithtown 


Bond Issues Approved 


he State Board of Regents approved 


the following proposed bond issues for 


schools of the State at its May 23d meet- 


ing. ‘This action was taken in accordance 
with the requirement ot the local finance 
law that the Board of Regents approve 
propositions tor bond issues to cover 
+} ] yr nent ant ectruct — Soe 
SCHOO! Muprovements Il Gistricts wWwhe©re 


the cost of such improvements Ww d 
bring the bonded indebtedness above 
per cent of the valuation of the district's 
| 


property 
Che 1 


} 
lowing 


ssues approved mecided the 


voked and authority was granted { 
transfer of its property to The Smithto 
Library, a public library chartered Mar 
28, 1952. 

The the 
morial Library, a free association libra 


charter of Lindenhurst \ 


at Lindenhurst, was revoked, by una: 
mous request of its trustees, and author 
Was granted to transfer its property 

the village of Lindenhurst for transfer 
Memorial 


l.indenhurst Librarv, a fr 


public library chartered April 25, 1952 


Appointments to State Boards 


Th we , 
Che Board of Regents at its meeti: 
: . >2 , ; } ] j 
on May 23d appointed Howard 
Swartz, Syracuse, to the State Boar 
ash ] Pee | ee ~~ + > 
C ertined I ublic Acc untant x r 
+ +1) +} ner t 
J e vacanc Cause C 
‘ _ . 1 
(seorge |! bennett . a ette 
the uneXxpire ter € ng r 
Osh \ir Swart AS serve < 
: ; 
~) asa € er or the state ( 
a Pe 
ACC ‘aa \ 
} rry \ kK; sur 
‘ ‘ N 4 Lue > 
ted to the Stat rd of r 
\- +. >. 
\rchitects tor ter thr r 
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rogress in Television Plans 


lhe Board of Regents at its May 23d 
eting in Rochester authorized its spe- 
committee on educational television 
file application with the Federal Com- 
nications Commission for television 
tations for educational use. 
lhe committee on television called at- 


ntion to the order of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission released April 


ith. The committee pointed out that 
this order reserves for noncommercial 
educational use in the State ten of the 
television channels requested by the Board 
of Regents. The order states that on 


July 1, 1952, the commission will com- 


mence processing all applications filed 
before that date. 

In view of this July Ist deadline, and 
in order to protect the interests of all 
the educational institutions in the State 
and in order to preserve a status that will 
permit the commission authorized by the 
State Legislature to take such action as 
it may deem advisable, the Board of Re- 
gents authorized its television committee 
to prepare all necessary legal and engi 
neering data and to file application for 
such stations. To implement this action 
a sum of $10,000 was appropriated from 


the Regents Fund. 


Changes in Secondary Schools 


Two schools were admitted on May 
23d by the Board of Regents to The 
University of the State of New York as 
school grade, covering ninth 
through twelfth years. They were 
Norwood-Norfolk Central School, Nor- 
wood, and Red Creek Central School, 
Red Creek. 


Change of name was authorized for 


of high 


schools : 
Clinton High School, 

Clinton Central School 
Genoa High School, Genoa, to Genoa 


the following 


Clinton, to 


Central School 
Long Lake Union School, Long Lake, 
to Long Lake Central School 
Mohawk High School, Mohawk, to 
Mohawk Central School 
High 


School, Rich- 


Richmondville 


Richmondville 
mondville, to Central 


Sche oi yl 


June 1952 


Robert E. Simon Junior High School, 
New York, to Booker T. 
Junior High School 


Washington 


+ + 


May Confer Degree 
The Fashion Institute of Technology 

and Design, New York City, was author- 

ized by the Regents on May 23d to confer 


the degree of associate in applied science. 
* + 


Degrees Approved 


The Regents, on May 23d, added to 
the list of approved degrees the degree 
K.M. to be known as engineer of mines 
and approved the designation Min.E. for 


the degree of mineral engineer. 
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Hold Adult Education Conference 


Approximately 340 directors of adult 
education programs and 40 other school 
1952 Annual State 
suffalo, 
The conference is 
the 
Adult Education to help insure that the 


officials attended the 
Adult Education Conference at 
April 28th and 29th. 
sponsored annually by Bureau of 
rapid growth of adult education shall be 
accompanied by local community pro- 
grams of high quality and high profes- 
sional standards. 





Conference sessions and the keynot 


address by Dr Edwin R. Van Kleeck, 
Assistant Commissioner for Pupil Per 
sonnel Services and Adult Education, 


placed major emphasis on three basi: 
skills of the director of adult education 
skills of administration, skills of leader 
ship and skills of citizenship education 
In dealing with these skills, general ses 
sions and large and small discussion group 


meetings were used. 


e/ 
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Speakers at Adult Education Conference 


Left to right: Dr Edwin R. Van Kleeck 
E:ssert, Columbia University; Dr James E: 


and Dr Benjamin ( 
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Allen ir, Deputy State Commissioner of Education 
Willis, superintendent of schools at Buffalo 
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n each day directors had the oppor 
tunity to choose from 15 different small 
discussion group sessions. These ses 
sions dealt with a variety of topics includ- 
ing newer program ideas, citizen advisory 
committees, adult education as a commu- 
nity service, in-service teacher improve- 
ment, audio-visual aids in public meet- 
ings, civic and public affairs education, 
\mericanization, community ambassador 
project, nationality and racial groups, 
adult education and community develop- 
ment, and young adult civic education. 

One hundred fifty leaders in the field 
of adult education, specialists from a wide 
variety of community agencies and or- 
ganizations, participated in conference 
sessions as discussion leaders, panel mem- 
bers and consultants. They included staff 
members of universities, members of the 
Department and two leaders from Canada. 
A number of local directors of adult edu- 
cation from communities in all sections 
of the State also served conference ses- 
sions in a leadership capacity. 

Dr James FE. Allen jr, Deputy Com 
missioner of Education, addressed the 
luncheon meeting. He explained that the 
Federal Communications Commission's 
recent allocation of ten television chan- 


nels to education in New York State 


would make it possible to reach 92 per 
cent of the people in the State with edu- 
cational programs. He pointed out that 
control of these facilities would be placed 
in the hands of local councils with all 
educational institutions in the area taking 
part, and predicted that television will 
prove the greatest new tool for education 
since the invention of the printing press. 

Doctor Van Kleeck, in the keynote ad 
dress, told directors that “ presidential 
voting dropped from 75 per cent of eligible 
citizens in 1900 to 50 per cent in 1948” 
and warned that the next chief executive 
might be elected “ by a minority of the 
eligible voters of this country.” 

The major job of the adult education 
director is to “ pierce the iron curtain of 
neutralism which now enshrouds about 
50 million adults in America,” Doctor 
Van Kleeck said. 

One of the conference features was a 
telecast in which Doctor Van Kleeck, Dr 
Paul Essert, executive officer, Institute of 
Adult Education, Teachers College, Co 
lumbia University, and Dr Robert E 
\lbright, director, graduate division, 
New York State College for Teachers at 
Buffalo, discussed the purposes and 
growth of adult education in New York 
State 


Dr J. E. Butterworth Will Retire 


Dr Julian E. Butterworth, who had a 
major role in the centralization of 
schools in New York State, will retire 
on July Ist as professor of rural educa 
tion at Cornell University. Doctor But 
terworth directed the rural school survey 
in New York State in 1920-22 and the 
state intermediate district study in 


1944-47. He is the author or co-author ot 
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many books dealing with school finance, 
rural school administration, parent 
teacher associations and pupil transporta 
tion, as well as bulletins, pamphlets and 
articles in educational publications 
\ssociate Commissioner Claude | 
Kulp represented the Department at a 
testimonial dinner for Doctor Butter 


worth in Ithaca, May 23d 








Adults Have Their Own Building 





Photograph by courtesy of Niagara Falls Gazette 


Members of the Niagara Falls Adult Education Advisory Committee Try Out One 
of the Meeting Rooms of the New Adult Education Center 


A milestone in the progress of adult 
education in New York State was reached 


recently by the Niagara Falls Board of 


Education in its inauguration of the 
Whitney Avenue Adult Education Center, 
the first public school building in the State 
to be designed and used entirely for adult 
education. 

At the April 28th opening ceremonies, 
attended by local, state and national civic 
and educational leaders, Dr James FE. 
Allen jr, Deputy Commissioner of Edu 
cation, complimented the Board of Edu- 
cation and the people of Niagara Falls 
for their pioneering enterprise. 

“ This new center for adult education,” 
said Doctor Allen, “ has thrilled me and 
[ am sure that what | have seen here will 
become a precedent for other New York 
State communities. This project has been 
fitted into, and will become an integral 
community. It ‘ rounds 


part of, your 
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out’ your adult education program and 
the community is wealthier for it.” 
Starting humbly in 1947 in an _ out- 
moded elementary school, the Whitney 
won an im- 
When 
the building was razed by fire in 1951, 
the 
rebuild it as an ideal adult school 


Avenue Adult Center soon 
portant place in the community. 
insurance money was set aside to 

Recog- 
nition of the center’s value to the com- 
munity was indicated in the use of a 
bequest of $30,000 by the William 
Wallace Kincaid Foundation to provide 
furnishings and equipment. 

“ The center seeks to serve the creative 
needs and interests of adults,” stated 
Weldon Oliver, Niagara Falls director of 
adult education, “ and its informal atmos 
phere, its comfortable meeting rooms, its 
equipment scaled to adult size and_ its 
resources for varied activities in arts and 


crafts are designed toward that end.” 
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Schools Receive Freedom Awards 


Twelve schools in New York State 


received awards in the 1951 Schools 
Awards Program of Freedoms Founda- 
tion, presented for outstanding programs 
aimed at a better understanding of the 
\merican Way of Life. 

Honor medal awards went to Cleveland 
Hill High School, Buffalo, and Public 
School 81, Buffalo. 

The following schools received the 
general award which carried an_all- 
expense trip to Valley Forge for a teacher 
and pupil together with a * Freedom Li- 
brary’ of films, books, recordings and 
other teaching aids: 

Bronxville High School, Bronxville 

Echo Hills School, Dobbs Ferry 

Islip High School, Islip 

Oceanside Public Schools, Oceanside 

Percy M. Hughes School, Syracuse 

Prospect Hill School, Brooklyn 

Public School 51, Buffalo 


For editorials in high school papers 
contributing to better understanding and 
appreciation of basic freedoms and_ the 
need for their preservation, the following 
New York State schools received $100 
each and honor medal awards: Baldwin 
High School, 


School, Staten Island; Long Island City 


Baldwin; Curtis High 


High School, Long Island City 

Freedoms Foundation is a nonprofit, 
nonpolitical, nonsectarian awards organi 
zation chartered in 1949 for the specific 
purpose of annually making awards of 
cash and medals to Americans who make 
outstanding contributions to a better un 
derstanding of freedom by the things 
which they write, do or say. It is financed 
by widespread public subscription sup 
port. 

Information on the 1952 awards pro 
gram is available upon inquiry to Free 


doms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa 


Se oo ids 4 atbush 1 ‘ercentenarvy 
School Aids Flatbush 7 , 


Erasmus Hall High School pupils in 
Dutch costume on May 27th presented as 
part of the 300-year anniversary of the 
founding of Flatbush (Brooklyn) a 
pageant written and directed by Helen 
McQueen, a social studies teacher at the 
school. 

Governor Peter Stuyvesant granted a 
formal patent on May 27, 1652, to the 


village of Midwout, later called Vlacte 
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Bos, today the Flatbush section of the 
city of Brooklyn. 
rasmus Hall was incorporated by the 


Be ard ( 


f Regents November 17, 1787, 
as an academy and opened with 26 stu 
dents. The old building with its hand 
hewn beams and handmade laths and 
shingles still stands on the school quad 
rangle and was used as part of the school 


until 1938 














‘YONCERNED SERIOUSLY with the teacher 
: shortage in the foreseeable years 
ahead and using the technique of the long 
view, the Department has prepared a 
brochure on the teaching profession — its 
personal satisfactions, its professional ad- 
vantages and its career possibilities — to 
forward the recruitment of teachers. 

Looking Ahead to Teaching has been 
distributed to superintendents of schools, 
high school principals and guidance 
counselors for direct use with promising 
high school pupils who are ready to select 
a profession and begin training for their 
lifetime career. 

The brochure tells of the many oppor- 
tunities for teacher training which New 
York State affords and the variety of 
fields where trained teachers are needed. 
Opportunities in the profession are de- 
tailed —the assurance of employment 
upon completion of training, the economic 
benefits which the profession enjoy s, the 
personal advantages in terms of vacations, 
social contacts and leadership opportuni- 
ties. For added indorsement, quoted 
statements on the advantages of the teach 
ing profession, from both established 
teachers and teachers in preparation, are 
included. 

Many photographic illustrations pre 
senting the extracurricular activities of 
the teacher trainee are calculated to appeal 
to the youthful desire for fun while en- 
gaged in the business of study for a 
serious profession. 

The brochure was prepared for the 
Division of Higher Education by the 
Bureau of Guidance under the supervision 
of Bruce E. Shear, Acting Chief of the 
Bureau. Hubert W. Houghton, associate, 
Jureau of Guidance, on whose original 


idea the brochure is based, wrote the 
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7 Looking Ahead to Teaching” 





story and content. Lou B. Utter, as- 
sistant, Bureau of Guidance, drew the 





cartoons. Members of the State Ex 
cation Department staff who assisted in- 
cluded: Carroll V. Newsom, Associate 
Commissioner for Higher Education; 
Claude L. Kulp, Associate Commissioner 
for Elementary, Secondary and Adult 
Education; Edwin R. Van Kleeck, As- 
sistant Commissioner for Pupil Personnel 
Services and Adult Education; Fred- 
erick J. Moffitt, Executive Assistant to 
the Commissioner; Francis J. Daly, Di- 
rector, Division of Pupil Personnel Serv- 
ices; Howard A. Shiebler, Coordinator 
of Public Relations; Charles F. Probes, 
Chief, Bureau of Publications ; Edward S. 
Mooney, associate in teacher education; 
William P. Viall, associate in teacher 
certification, with Mrs Anne Tremper, 


assistant, and Mrs Mary Lockwood « 
that office; Edgar W. Flinton, associate 
in statistics; Kenneth Ireland, photog 
rapher; Stephen J. Shekmar, public ad- 


ministration intern. 


I lomemaking Conference 

The 1952 annual conference for teachers 
of homemaking education will be held 
July 7th-9th on the campus of New York 
State College for Teachers at Buffalo 
This conference, open to all homemaking 
education teachers in the State, will pro- 
vide opportunity for discussion of such 
problems as meeting the developmental 
needs of pupils, adjusting teaching to 
varying levels of mental ability, audio- 
visual aids and equipping homemaking 


departments for effective teaching. 
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Personnel Services 


“ Coordinating Pupil Personnel Serv 
ices for Children and Youth” will be the 
theme of the Pupil Personnel Services 
Conference at Syracuse University, July 
17th and 18th. 

Dr Francis J. Daly, Director, Division 
of Pupil Personnel Services, will address 
a general session on the central theme 
of the conference and emphasize * inter- 
relations in pupil personnel services.” 

Sponsors of this joint conference in- 
clude Syracuse University, the State Edu- 
Department and _ representatives 
New York State 
school personnel in the following fields: 


cation 
from associations of 
Counselors, 
Dental 
School Nurse-Teachers, Deans and Guid 


\ttendance, Psychologists, 


Physicians, Hygiene Teachers, 


ance Personnel. 


& ° 


School for ( ‘lerks 


\ school for clerks of boards of edu- 
cation will be held again this summer at 
Syracuse University, July 28th—30th, in- 
clusive. The school is to be held c oper 
atively by the State Education Department 
and Syracuse University, to provide op- 
portunity for clerks to be informed of 
newly arisen matters that may affect their 
work. 

Among the topics to be discussed are : 
the clerk’s role in a_ school building 
program; the business administration of 
the clerk in 


public schools; function of 


public relations; machine accounting and 
new legislation. Discussions will be in- 


cluded also on the emergency building 
law and increased state aid for rapid 
growth areas. Group conferences will be 
arranged and workshops are planned to 
cover posting accounting records and state 
trans 


aid computations (equalization, 


portation and building quotas). 
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Readjustment Council Meets 


The Citizens’ Advisory Council on 
Readjustment of High School Education 
met in New York City, May 15th. 


Progress was reported by subcommittees 


on the Associated Industries and Retail 
Merchants Association studies, the study 
of agricultural groups and the basic skills 
project, as well as the study of education 
for girls. Two new studies were intro- 


duced —the work experience program 
and extracurricular activities. 
The council will hold its next meeting 


in Buffalo on October 9th. 


Driver Education | ‘ilms 


‘Sergeant Bruce Reporting” is the 
series title of 13 five and one-half minute 
16-millimeter sound motion pictures pro 
duced with the technical assistance of the 
l.os Angeles police and sponsored by the 
\merican Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty 
Company. 

The series has been reviewed by An 
thony E. Terino, supervisor, secondary 
education, who is in charge of high school 
driver education; by Division Inspector 
ba; Eee 
by the personnel of the Bureau of Audio 


Fenelon of the State Police and 
and Visual Aids of this Department. The 
reviewers feel that the films have special 
merit because they inculcate desirable at 
titudes toward speeding, respect for law 
and other aspects of traffic safety. 

The films may be obtained through the 
local representative of the American Lum 
bermen’s Mutual Casualty Company or 
from any of the branch offices, located in 


The 


films are lent free except for transporta- 


the principal cities of this State 


tion costs, which the borrower pays. 


This Department does not have these 


films. 


Page 267 
















LISTEN! 
READ! 
LOOK | 
TAK! 
ARGUE! 
THINK| 
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Not only more voters but more informed voters ts the goal of the nation-wide, 
nonpartisan ‘* Register and Vote” campaign sponsored by the American Heritag 
Foundation with the active support of 200 community organisations. David H 


executive secretary of the association’s public libraries division, are here looking 
at promotion materials that the association will use to help libraries serve as infor- 
mation centers in the campaign. 


Monroe County Library W orkshop Tour 


The Board of Supervisors of Monroe New York State’s larger units of 
county has approved the formation of a library service will be hosts to a Work- 
Monroe County Library Service System. shop Tour July 6th, 7th and 8th, immedi- 
Monroe is the ninth county to join such ately following the national American 
a system under the 1950 law for state aid Library Association Conference in New 
to libraries. York City, June 29th—July 5th. 
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(Continued from page 256) 
reorganization. The appropriation is in- 
creased from $300,000 to $700,000. 

( hapter 713 amends section 1806, sub- 
division 1, paragraph e, by eliminating 
the requirement of advice to the voters 
as to any excess Ct st of central school dis- 
trict building construction over and above 
the reimbursable computed building cost. 

Chapter 714 (generally effective July 
1, 1952) amends section 3603-a by com- 
hining two independent amendments made 
in 1951 to subdivision 4, and by adding 
new subdivision 11 under which addi- 
tional state aid is payable to districts in 
which the average daily attendance for 
the year preceding the year in which ap- 
portionments are paid is at least 10 per 
cent greater than the average for the 
three vears preceding such year of pay 
ment. The subdivision determines the 
computation of the amount of such addi- 
tional apportionment. The first appor- 
tionment hereunder will be based on the 
school year 1951-52 except in city school 
districts having a fiscal year identical 
with the calendar year (where section 
3009, subdivision 2, is applicable ). 

Chapter 715 (effective July 1, 1952) 
appropriates the sum of $500,000 for 
emergency relief to school districts where 
an extraordinary increase in attendance 
was or is due to the construction and op- 
eration of new housing developments, 
substantially increasing the population of 
the district, for apportionment during the 
school year 1952-53, in accordance with 
an equitable method adopted by the Com- 
missioner of Education and approved by 
the Director of the Budget. 

Chapter 716 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends paragraph c of subdivision 3 of 
section 3603-a (which provides for the 
12 per cent increase of average daily at- 
tendance for state aid computation in 
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central school districts) by limiting this 
increase to 300 for any centralization 
formed after July 1, 1952, and by provid- 
ing that such increase is to be allocated 
to grades kindergarten through 6 and to 
grades 7 through 12 in proportion to the 
average daily attendance in such grades. 

Chapter 717 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends section 2033 by increasing the 
“expense check” from 4 mills to 6.20 
mills, for contracting districts, where the 
average daily attendance of pupils under 
contract in grades kindergarten through 
8 is less than 27, as well as in cases where 
such attendance is 27 or more. The 
chapter further amends subdivisions 2 and 
3 of section 3602 and subdivision 4 of 
section 3603 in the same way, namely, by 
increasing the “expense check” from 5 
mills (or 4 mills, in the case of subdivision 
3 of section 3602) to 6.20 mills, thus 
making this limitation uniformly applica 
ble in the case of all three general state 
aid formulas and the contracting district 
formula. 


Laws Relating to Taxation and 
Financial Administration 

Chapter 188 amends section 2130 by 
adding new subdivision 4-a which au- 
thorizes the deposit of the pre weeds of the 
sale of school district bonds or bond 
anticipation notes in a bank outside of 
the district designated by resolutions of 
the board of education. 

Chapter 225 amends subdivision 52 of 
paragraph a of section 11.00 of the Local 
Finance Law by extending the five-year 
period of probable usefulness heretofore 
existing for tax billing and_ receipting 
equipment, and accounting and tabulating 
equipment to include equipment used in 
connection with preparation of assess- 
ment rolls. 

Chapter 357 adds new section 165.10 
Under this 


to the Local Finance Law. 
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section, any school district which has 


funds on hand which are not proceeds 
from bonds, bond anticipation notes, 
capital notes or budget notes, and which 
are not limited by law to use for stated 
purposes, and which, finally, are not im- 
mediately required for the purpose for 
raised or 


the 


which they were borrowed, 


otherwise created, may authorize 
temporary use of such funds for a pur- 
bonds or 


Suita- 


pose for which an issue of 
capital notes has been authorized. 
ble records must be kept of the temporary 
diversion of such funds, and they must 
be again made available to the district 
from the proceeds of such bonds or capital 
notes, or from the proceeds of bond an- 
ticipation notes issued in anticipation of 
the sale of such bonds. This is an excep- 
tion from the provisions of section 165.00 
of the Local Finance Law. 

Chapter 359 amends section 11.00, 
paragraph a, subdivision 32, of the Local 
Finance Law, by extending the five-year 
period of probable usefulness heretofore 
established for the acquisition of original 
equipment, machinery, apparatus and 
furnishings to such items when required 
for the purposes for which the physical 
betterment or improvement is to be used, 
and to the replacement of such items. 
Where, in case of replacement, the original 
acquisition is included in another sub 
division of this provision with a longer 
period of probable usefulness, such longer 
period would be applicable. 

Chapter 558 (effective July 1, 1952), 
insofar as it relates to districts other than 
city school districts (see below), amends 
section 2130, subdivision 4, by changing 
the 30-day period for payment of school 
taxes without interest (where the col- 
lector is employed on a salary basis) to 
a one-month period, and by changing the 
interest rate from 12 per cent a year to 
a rate of 1 per cent for each one-month 
period, or part thereof. Similarly, sub 
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and 3 of section 3518 are 


amended so as to change such 30-:lay 


divisions 1 
period to a one-month period. 


Legislation Relating to School 
Districts within Cities 


Chapter 30 (effective July 1, 1952) 


amends subdivision 1 of section 2706 by 


requiring the district clerk (instead of 
the board of education or board of trus- 
tees) of any school district located wh ily 
or partly in a city to file certified copies 
of the resolution dealing with the increase 
of the tax limit with various state and 
local officials. 

Chapter 182 changes the voting quali- 
fications for elections in the 56 city school 
districts of the State from the special 
qualifications heretofore existing and still 
applicable outside of city school districts, 
to the qualifications of the Election Law 
and which are applicable at the general 
The 


further eliminates the requirements for 


elections in November. chapter 
the establishment of poll lists, prior to 
elections, of all qualified voters of such 
districts, whether they intend to vote or 
however, of substituting 


not. Instead, 


complete personal registration require- 
ments, the chapter provides that those 
persons who register in the preceding 
need not 


did 


November, but did register in a special 


November election reregister, 
S 


nor do those who not register in 


school election since November but be- 


fore the annual school elections. Only 


those qualified voters who did not so regis- 
ter, are required to register for the an- 
nual school election. Local boards of 
election are empowered to turn over No- 
vember registers to the city school dis- 
tricts, or must give them certified registry 
lists. School election districts should be 
coterminous with one or more general 
election districts. In many respects the 


procedure is somewhat similar to that 


used in rural districts with personal 
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registration. The chapter also eliminates 
reference to city school districts from 
section 1727. 

Chapter 543 amends section 2512, 
subdivision 2, and authorizes city school 
districts to designate school sites by metes 
and bounds or by lot number. 

Chapter 558 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends section 2516, subdivision 2, para- 
graph d, in relation to the tax overlay in 
city school districts, by changing, in the 
computation thereof, the amount of un- 
collected taxes in the previous fiscal 
period to the ratio of uncollected taxes 
during such period. This alleviates the 
situation arising in changing to and from 
one type of fiscal year to another. The 
chapter further changes the 30-day period 
for penalty-free tax payments to a one- 
month period (in subdivision 2 of section 
3518 and subdivision 2 of section 3519 
and section 3535) and changes the penalty 
(or interest) rates of 12 per cent a year 
and 6 per cent a year, respectively, to | 
per cent and 4 per cent, respectively, for 
each one-month period, or part thereof. 
It also authorizes city school districts to 
adopt the interest rates effective for city 
taxes as the interest rates applicable to 
city school taxes, by board action. Sec 
tion 3535 is further amended by provid 
ing that the last tax instalment date may 
not be later than the 30th day preceding 
the end of the fiscal year, and by provid 
ing a 20-day period for preparation of 
the return of the warrant by the collector 
to the board, after the last installment 
date. The chapter, finally, adds section 
3536, which fixes the school tax lien and 
the lien date as the date of the levy. The 
section provides that priority and parity 
between tax liens is to be determined ac 
cording to article 4-B of the Tax Law. 

Chapter 574 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends subdivision a of section 98 of the 
Tax Law by adding city school districts 
of cities with less than 125,000 inhabitants 


to the definition of “ tax district.”” The 
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chapter also amends section 99-b of the 
Tax Law by making article 1\V-B thereot 
applicable to city school districts of cities 
of less than 125,000 in Erie county (ex 
ception from the nonapplicability of the 
article in Erie county). 

Chapter 750 amends subdivision 2 of 
section 2573 (applicable to the city school 
districts of the cities of New York and 
Buffalo ) by providing that the board of 
examiners must have eligible lists availa 
ble for promulgation within one year 
from the date of the written or first test 
(instead of from the announcement of 
the examination). While appointments 
heretofore had to be made from an appro 
priate list within six months from the 
existence of the vacancy, this amendment 
authorizes the board of education to defer 
appointments until the opening of schools 
following the end of the six-month period 
The chapter, finally, eliminates the provi 
ion under which the operation of this 
subdivision was suspended for the New 
York City School District until Septem 
ber 1, 1952. 

Chapter 802 amends subdivision 2 of 
section 2506 in relation to city school 
district tax collections by expanding the 
range of agreements that are authorized. 
lleretofore agreements C¢ uuld be made by 
the district with either the city or the 
town or the county, or with any or all of 
these. Now the county has been elimi 
nated from this category, and the district 
authorized to contract with the city for 
school tax collection in the entire district, 
including areas outside the city limits. 
The chapter also amends subdivision 2 
of section 3501 so as to allow a city school 
district to confirm its tax list and start 
tax collections prior to the end of the 
fiscal year, but not later than 90 days 
after the beginning of the new fiscal year. 

Chapter 810 adds new section 1533 and 
new subdivision 10 to section 3603-a. 
This enactment potentially completes the 
Master Plan for School District Reor 
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ganization of the Joint Legislative Com- 
mittee on the State Education System 
(“ Rapp Committee”). That plan had 
omitted areas around city school districts 
because of nonexistence, at the time, of 


general legislation authorizing reorgani- 


zations including city school districts. 
Since that time sections 1531 and 1532 
were added, under the first of which 


single districts can be consolidated with 
a city school district of a city of less than 
125,000 inhabitants (upon a vote of the 
district and the consent of the city school 
district board of education) and under 
the second of which alteration of bounda- 
ries can be effected between such city 
school districts and contiguous districts, 
with the consent of the school authorities 
of both Under 


1533 the Commissioner of Education lays 


districts. new section 
out an area or areas outside such a city 


school district for consolidation there- 


with. Thereupon the entire area or areas 


vote as a unit or units (as in the cen- 
tralization procedure, the vote is not by 
districts ) on the question of consolidation. 
If the vote is favorable, the consent of 
the city school board is obtained, where- 
the the 


consolidation. 


upon Commissioner may order 


\Where such a consolida- 
tion is thus effected, the enlarged city 
school district is entitled to additional 
state aid, to compensate the city school 
district for the additional expenses neces- 
sitated by transportation and additional 
building and other needs arising from 
such consolidation. Such aid is computed 
at $100 for each pupil of the cutside area 
200 for district included 


{ up to each 


therein) less a deduction of 3 mills on 
taxable real estate in each such district. 
Total apportionments, including this ad- 
ditional aid, however, remain subject to 
the normal “ expense check.” 
school districts, 


In relation to city 


must be made of the introduc 


this 


mention 


tion at session of an “ Omnibus 
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Bill” and repeal table to the city scl 
law revision of 1950 (chapters 762, / 3 
and 764) as amended. This bill is Sen.:te 
Int. No. 2975, Print No. 3542. It was 
introduced merely for study, and ame ls 
city charters and other statutes so as to 
repeal or amend, expressly, all those pro- 
are in conflict with the 


visions which 


new city school law (affecting the 56 
smaller city school districts only ) ind 
which are hence superseded. Copies of 
this bill are available through the Division 


of Law. 


Mention should be made, further, o 
the final adoption, and effectiveness since 
January 1, 1952, of the constitutional 
amendment providing for separate debt 
limits for city school districts of cities of 
less than 125,000 inhabitants, and their 
cities. The school district limit is 5 per 
cent of the five-year average of full valua- 
tion of taxable real estate. This may be 
temporarily exceeded, for a specific build- 
ing program, upon a 60 per cent vote and 
the consent of the Board of Regents and 
the State Comptroller. The amendment 
the 


tax limit of amounts provided by direct 


also authorizes exclusion from the 


budgetary appropriation for any fiscal 
year of all or part of the cost of an object 
or purpose for which a period of probable 
section 11.00 


usefulness is contained in 


of the Local Finance Law. 
made of the 
the 1952 


amendments 


Mention should also be 


passage, for the first time, at 


session, of constitutional 
which would grant the option of local 
adoption of fiscal independence-responsi- 
bility by the six largest city school dis- 
tricts of the State (New York, Buffalo, 
Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers and Al- 
bany). These amendments include a 
provision under which the five-year wait- 
ing period for the smaller 56 city school 
districts between 4 per cent increases in 
limit is reduced to a one-yeat 


the tax 


period. If passed again at the 1953 legis- 
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lative session and if adopted by the elec- 
torate of the State in November 1953, 
such) amendments would become effective 
on january 1, 1954. 


Legislation Affecting Superintendents 

Chapter 542 raises the salary paid by 
the State to district superintendents of 
schools from $4715 to $5000 and their 
state allowance in lieu of expenses from 
$900 to $1200 (amending sections 2209 


and 2210). 


Laws Regarding Retirement 

Chapter 25 extends to July 1, 1953, 
the provisions of subdivision 5 of section 
503, permitting the return of retired 
teachers to active service. 

Chapter 82 extends to July 1, 1952 
(or to within one year after becoming a 
member, whichever is later) the time for 
members of the State Teachers’ Retire- 
ment System to give the written notice 
required for election of the 55-year re- 
tirement plan. In case of such election, 
the time for the inception of the higher 
rates of contribution is likewise extended 
(amendment to subdivision 1 of section 
51l-a). 

Chapter 83 extends from 60 to 90 days 
after the member's death the time for the 
beneficiary to file the designation provid- 
ing that benefits are to be paid in the form 
of an annuity with or without death 
benefit (section 512, subdivision c). The 
chapter also amends section 516, subdi- 
vision 3, paragraph b, so as to extend to 
June 30, 1958, the period during which 
extra payments may be deposited in the 
annuity savings fund for the purpose of 
purchasing additional annuity. 

Chapter 223 (effective July 1, 
amends subdivision 11 of section 501, 


1952) 


which defines “ final average salary” by 
decreasing the ten-year salary computa- 
tion period to five consecutive years of 


state service. 
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Chapter 319 is the new “ Supplemental 
Pension Act,” which is applicable to state 
and local retired employes, and to state 
and local retired teachers. It affects both 
members of the State Teachers’ Retire- 
ment System who have retired prior to 
January 1, 1952, and any school district 
employes who are members of the State 
Employes’ Retirement System and who 
have retired prior to such date. The act 
applies to any such teacher or employe 
whose retirement allowance, computed 
without optional modification, is or would 
be $1200 a year or less. It applies to any 
such nonteaching employe who (unless 
retired for disability) is 60 years or older 
and has had not less than 15 years of 
service allowable and credited by his re- 
tirement system. It applies to any such 
teacher who (unless retired for disability ) 
has had not less than 15 years of allowa- 
ble and credited service on which his 
retirement allowance is based. 

Nonteaching employes of a district who 
are members of the State Employees’ 
Retirement System, and members of the 
State Teachers’ Retirement System are 
entitled to monthly supplemental pension 
payments under the act. In addition, any 
county, city, town or village is empowered 
by the act to adopt local laws, ordinances 
or resolutions providing for monthly sup- 
plemental pension payments for local 
retired teachers of a school district located 
therein (that is, teachers who belong to 
a local retirement system). 

Any payments under the act will be for 
the months of July 1952 through March 
1953. 

Payments to such nonteaching employes 
are computed by multiplying by 40 the 
number of years (not exceeding 30) of 
allowable and credited service on which 
the retirement allowance is based; sub 
tracting therefrom the amount of annual 
retirement allowances or pension (with- 
out option) ; and dividing the result by 
12. Maximum amount is $25 a month, 
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or $100 less 445 of annual retirement al- 
lowance or pension (without option). 
Payments to local retired teachers may 


not exceed for state retired 


teachers, which is $25 per month plus 


payment 
the amount, if any, by which ,'y of an- 


nual retirement allowance or pension 


(without option) falls below $50. Maxi- 
mum is $100, less ;'s of annual retirement 
allowance or pension (without option). 

Payments are made from the supple- 
mental pension fund, established by the 
act, for which $3,000,000 are appropri- 
ated. School districts who have elected 
to be “ participating employers” in the 
State Employees’ Retirement System, on 
behalf of 
contribute certain payments to the sup- 


nonteaching employes, must 
plemental pension fund on a pro rata 
the State Comp- 


troller who administers the act and makes 


basis determined by 
the necessary rules and regulations. 
Chapter 817 (effective July 1, 1952) 
amends paragraphs a and > of subdivision 
8 of section 509 in relation to prior serv- 
ice credit of members of the State Teach- 
ers’ Retirement System. The amendment 
authorizes any member who is credited 
with at least 15 (instead of 20) years of 
teaching service in the State, to claim all 
uncredited service pursuant to this sub- 
division, by making the additional pay- 
ments required. Likewise, the 20-year 
period of teaching service in the State in 
connection with reclassification as “ pres- 
teacher,” is reduced to a 15-year 
The 


this connection, that any member who is 


ent 


period. amendment provides, in 
so reclassified, and who claimed and paid 
for service rendered prior to August 1, 
1921, shall have his payments applied to 
after such date, and 


uncredited service 


the balance, if any, refunded. 
Laws Relating to Higher Education 
Chapter 11 extends the Korean war 


service veteran status period to July 1, 
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1953, and establishes an additional 1. 
war service scholarships for vetera 
effective April 1, 1952. 

Chapter 53 extends the experimental 
period for the five State Institutes of 
Applied Arts and Sciences, and the teriis 
of their boards of trustees, to August |, 
1953. 

Chapter 124 incorporates the “* College 
Retirement Equities Fund” for the pur- 
pose of providing retirement benefits and 
and 
and 


universities 


withdrawal equities for teachers 


other employes of nonproprietary 
nonprofit-making colleges, 
and other institutions engaged primarily 
in education and research. 

Chapter 240 amends section 358, sub 
division 2, in relation to the state-aid for- 
mula for the teacher-training program in 
the municipal colleges of the City of New 
York. 

Chapter 261 provides for the recon- 
veyance of the lands of Champlain College 
in Plattsburg to the United States of 
America. 
section 5910 


342 


(which provided for a Temporary State 


Chapter repeals 


Technical Institutes Board, expiring in 
1951) and provides for the transfer of 
properties of the five State Institutes of 
Applied Arts and Sciences to any com- 
munity college established in the county 
or city (New York) where the institute 
the 
operation of such community college 


is located, upon establishment and 

Chapter 378 amends section 6202 by 
authorizing the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation of the City of New York to accept 
the Federal 


education. 


partial reimbursement by 


Government for veterans’ 

Chapter 525 adds various provisions 
to, and amends certain provisions of, ar- 
125, in the 


Higher Education of the City of New 


ticle relation to Soard of 
York, concerning salaries, positions and 


tenure of administrative and other em- 


ployes. 
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Hivher Education of the City of New 
Vi to waive residence requirements 
for admission of 50 (instead of 25) 
citizens of other nations (section 6204). 


Chapter 527 extends tenure privileges 
to certain full-time positions in the eve- 
ning sessions and schools of general 
studies under the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Higher Education of the City 
of New York. 

Chapter 532 authorizes Syracuse Uni- 
versity to sell surplus steam produced at 
its plant. 

Chapter 600 amends section 609-a, 
subdivision 4+, in relation to medical and 
dental scholarships. The amendment au- 
thorizes persons who completed the state 
scholarship requirements by September 
(prior to the actual award of the scholar- 
ship) and who in the interim entered 
an approved medical or dental school, to 
have the Commissioner’s certificate of 
entitlement, with the Commissioner's ap- 
proval, become effective at the time they 
entered such professional course. 

Chapter 792 amends section 6202 by 
providing that the salaries and_ salary 
schedules of all members of the instruc- 
tional staffs of the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation of the City of New York shall con- 
tinue to be no lower than those estab- 
lished by the board and approved by the 
Board of Estimate on or before Decem- 
ber 31, 1951. 


Miscellaneous Legislation 

Chapter 149 amends section 4307 and 
increases salaries for the staff of the 
New York State School for the Blind. 

Chapter 150 amends section 4104 in 
relation to classification and salaries of 
the staffs of the state Indian schools. 

Chapter 152 amends section 15, sub- 
division 20, of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law, in relation to school bus equip- 
ment, by combining two independent 
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ipter 526 authorizes the Board of 


amendments of the same provision made 
at the 1951 session. 

Chapter 285 (effective July 1, 1952) 
extends the jurisdiction of the State Com 
mission against Discrimination to any 
“place of public accommodation, resort 
or amusement,” the definition of which 
expressly excepts public libraries, 
kindergartens, primary and_ secondary 
schools, high schools, academies, colleges 
and universities, extension courses, and 
all educational institutions under the su- 
pervision of the regents of the state of 
New York,” and any such “.. facility, 
supported in whole or in part by public 
funds or by contributions solicited from 
the general public. 

Chapter 334 amends chapter 739 of 
the Laws of 1951 in relation to land 
acquisition by the State for the Oriskany 
sattlefield Memorial, in several technical 
details. 

Chapter 423 repeals sections 167 and 
171 and amends section 160. It removes 
Montcalm Park (in the city of Oswego), 
Spy Island, Squaw Island, Starks Knob, 
Lester Park, Fort Stanwix, Lower Land- 
ing at Rome and Steinmetz Mansion at 
Schenectady from the jurisdiction and 
control of the Education Department 
(which has general jurisdiction and con- 
trol over places of scientific and _ historic 
interest ). 

Chapter 481 (effective September 1, 
1952) amends the Civil Practice Act 
by adding thereto new section 213. Un 
der this section, in any action or pro- 
ceeding by or against a public officer, 
body, board or commission, it is suffi- 
cient to designate such public officer or 
board as such by his or its official name, 
without naming the person or persons 
actually holding the office or offices in- 
volved. 

Chapter 516 repeals and re-enacts sec- 
tions 4205 and 4208 in relation to pro- 
vision for clothing of deaf and _ blind 
state pupils. The apportionment to the 
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$50 to $120 
transferred 


institution is raised from 


and responsibility therefor 


from the county to the State. Provision 
with the 
Blind, 


expenses to be 


connection 
School for the 


travel 


is also made, in 
New York State 
for clothing and 
the Education Department. 
4312 is added, in relation 


furnished by 

New 

to burial expenses for pupils therein. 
Chapter 540 amends section 142 by re- 


section 


quiring the consent of the Commissioner 
of Education for any transfer of public 
records by any municipality to the Edu- 
Section 147 is 
year's 


cation Department. 


amended to conform with last 
amendment to section 65-) of the Public 
Officers Law, in relation to the procedures 
under which local public records may be 
destroyed. 

Chapter 544, in part, amends section 
21 of the Personal Property Law, 


to authorize fiduciaries to deposit trust 


SO as 


funds in special interest or thrift depart- 
ments of industrial banks (in addition to 
the other types of institutions previously 
listed). This will affect deposit of spe- 
cial funds of school districts which are 
derived from nonpublic sources. 

Chapter 692 amends section 219 in 
relation to charter amendments, changes 
of name and dissolution of institutions in- 
corporated by the Board of Regents, or 
similarly subject to their jurisdiction. 

Chapter 724 authorizes the acquisition 
by the State or the United States under 
contract with the State, of lands in con- 
Bull 


Memorial in the 


Second Run or 


Jattle 


nection with the 
Manassas Plains 
state of Virginia. 

Chapter 808 (effective June 1, 
for all moneys received on or after that 
date ) 186-a of the Tax 


Law, which provides for taxes on utility 


1952 


amends section 


services, including transportation serv- 


ices. The amendment excepts receipts 
from school districts for the operation of 
school buses from the coverage of such 


tax. 
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Laws of Local Application 


Chapter 14 authorizes the village of 


Hempstead, Nassau county, to discon- 
tinue the use of a certain park therein 
and to sell the same to Union Free 
School No. 21 


Hempstead for school purposes. 


District of the Town of 


Chapter 48 amends the special act 
with the 
Library Association of Jamestown, New 


dealing “James Prendergast 
York” in various respects. 

district of the City of Oswego to confirm 
1952 


Chapter 239 authorizes the city scho: 


its tax list on or before Mav a 

Chapter 474 amends the Erie County 
Tax Act in various details, some of which 
affect city school districts in that county. 

Chapter 616 validates certain proce- 
dures in connection with a school building 
program of Central School District No. 1 
of Onondaga, Marcellus, Lafayette and 
Otisco, Onondaga county. 

Chapter 659 validates certain assess- 
ment and taxation procedures of the City 
School District of the city of Ogdensburg. 

Chapter 772 authorizes the formation 
of a new consolidated Union Free School 
District out of Union Free School Dis- 
Nos. 13, 24 and 30 of the Town 
of Hempstead, which now constitute Cen- 
tral High School District No. 1 of such 
The 
on a vote to be held prior to December 31, 


1952. 


tricts 


town. consolidation will be based 


Chapter 781 extends the boundaries 
both of the city and of the city school 
district of Lockport, the boundaries of 
which, hence, remain coterminous. 
Chapter 782 extends the boundaries 
hoth of the city and of the city school 
district of Syracuse, the boundaries of 
which, hence, remain coterminous. 
Chapter 789 repeals a special Monroe 
County Sales Tax Act and _ correlates 
this repeal with the so-called Local Non- 
Property Tax Law (L. 1947, ch. 278, as 


amended ). 
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With this issue of the Bulletin to the Schools, publication is suspended 


until Septembe1 \n index to volume 38 will be prepared and will be 


sent upon request to the Bureau of Publications 














